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DETAILED OFFICE ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the amendment filed 1/25/08. Claim 15 has been 
cancelled. Currently, claims 1, 2-14 and 16-41 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1,2,4-11,1 3-18, 21 -36 and 38-41 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hollingsworth (USP 6,837,346) 
in view of Yamamoto (USP 5,91 1 ,441 ). 



Regarding claims 1 , 2, 8, 22, 26, 34, HOLLINGSWORTH teaches a binder and 
method for manipulating a binder comprising: a first cover (16: defining a plane and 
having a first and an opposing second side. Examiner is defining the first cover to be 16 
and the area surrounding 28; i.e. does not include panel 28); a second cover (18: 
defining a plane and having a first and an opposing second side), pivotally coupled to 
the first cover (16); both covers being generally flat and planar ('346, Figs. 1-3); an 
opening (30); a spine (24) located between and pivotally coupled to the first cover (16) 
and the second cover (16) about a hinge. HOLLINGSWORTH also teaches a pocket 
(86: pocket including a front panel, rear pannel and a mouth) coupled to said first cover 
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via panel (28) ('346, figure 2). HOLLINGSWORTH also teaches a first releasable 
fastening mechanism (43,43') positioned between the front panel and first cover and a 
second releasable fastening mechanism (92). Furthermore, HOLLINGSWORTH 
teaches that the movement of panel (28) and pop-pop-out compartment (29) causes 
pockets (86) to be moved exteriorly outwardly and the opening to the pocket (86) is 
pivoted away from the first wall (16) (i.e. pocket (86) and its cavity is accessed from the 
first side by opening panel 28) and since panel 28 will be positioned exteriorly outwardly 
(i.e. to the left of the first cover's (16) plane), the access to pocket (86) will also be 
above the first covers' plane thus will not intersect said plane ('346, col. 15, lines 1-15 
and figure 2). HOLLINGSWORTH teaches the binder being in the fully open position 
and HOLLINGSWORTH also teaches pockets (86) protruding interiorly (i.e. to the right 
of the covers' plane, the pocket and its cavity being accessed from the second side of 
the first cover and since they protrude interiorly, the access to the pockets will not 
intersect the plane of the plane) ('346, figures 3 and 4 & col. 14, lines 37-42). 
Furthermore, regarding claims 8 and 18, HOLLINGSWORTH teaches the fully closed 
and fully open positions are obtained via pivotal or rotational movement of first cover (16 
) and/or second cover (18) along a hinge, pivot or spine formed by left side wall 24 
('346, col. 7, lines 51-54). Regarding claim 4, when the binder is in the open position, 
the pocket cavity can be simultaneously accessed from both first and second sides of 
the first cover. Regarding claim 7, when panel (28) is in its fully open position (i.e. 
pivoted to 180 degrees) such that panel (28) is parallel to the hinge line of the first and 
second cover, the pocket cavity would also include a mouth oriented "generally" parallel 
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to said pivot line (see figure below). Regarding claim 22, HOLLINGSWORTH teaches 
the first cover including an opening (30) and said pocket coupled being received in the 
opening and includes a first panel (28) and a second panel (88) defining a pocket cavity 
therebetween; the first panel (28) being releasably attached to the first side of the first 
cover (16) by fastening elements (43, 43') and the second panel (88) being releasably 
attachable to the second side of the first cover by fastening elements (94, 94'). 
Furthermore, HOLLINGSWORTH teaches said pocket being defined by said parallel 
panels (28, 88, panel 28 is greater than 88) that face each other, and a pair of side 
panels (90); wherein each side panel (90) is made of expandable material; wherein the 
first cover includes an opening (30), wherein the pocket is received in the opening ('346, 
figure 3). HOLLINGSWORTH also teaches first and second covers (16, 18) being 
releasably attached via zipper (32). 

However, HOLLINGSWORTH fails to teach the releasable fastening mechanism 
extending generally along said mouth and two sides. 

YAMAMOTO teaches a binder having a cover (36) which may be selectively held 
in its closed configuration by Velcro.RTM.-type hook and loop pads or strips, instead of 
the zipper (60) ('441, col. 7, 1-14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify HOLLINGSWORTH such that the hook and 
loop is replaced by a zipper, as taught by YAMAMOTO since YAMAMOTO teaches 
hook and loop and zipper are equivalent fastening mechanisms. 
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2. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 

Hollingsworth (USP 6,837,346) in view of Yamamoto (USP 5,91 1 ,441 ) and 
further in view of Moor (USP 6,547,283). 

The modified device of HOLLINGSWORTH teaches a binder having a pocket with a 
pair of side panels (90) made of expandable material, as set forth in the above 
rejection. 

However, the modified device of HOLLINGSWORTH fails to explicitly teach the 
expandable material of the side panels being gusseted material. 

Moor teaches a portfolio having a pocket (52) having expandable side panels 
that are gusseted ('283, col. 3, lines 41-49). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify HOLLINGSWORTH such that it the side 
panels of its pockets are made of gusseted material, as taught by Moor for the purpose 
of having a pocket that is expandable as needed. 




Panel 28 at fully open 
Dosition (at 180 dearees 
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3. Claims 19, 20 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
obvious over Hollingsworth (USP 6,837,346) in view of Yamamoto (USP 
5,91 1 ,441 ) and further in view of Carrasco (2,778,397). 

The modified device of HOLLINGSWORTH teaches a binder as set forth in the 
above rejection. 

However, the modified device of HOLLINGSWORTH fails to explicitly teach a 
binding mechanism located on the inner surface of the first and second covers. 

Carrasco discloses in Fig. 1, a binder and method for manipulating a binder 
comprising: a first cover (11a); a second cover (11b) pivotally coupled to the first cover 
(1 1 b); both covers being generally flat and planar and having a first side (see Fig. 1 ) 
and a second opposite side (see Fig. 1 and 2); a spine (12) located between and 
pivotally coupled to the first cover (1 1 a) and the second cover (1 1 b) about a hinge (32 
and 33 in Fig. 5); a three-ring binding mechanism (40) located on the inner surface of 
the covers (see Fig. 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify HOLLINGSWORTH such that it incorporates 
binding mechanism, as taught by Carrasco for the purpose of having the added function 
of carrying loose stacks of paper. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the previously rejected claims have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sara Addisu at (571 ) 272-6082. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,730 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3724 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Sara Addisu/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3722 
5/12/08 



/Boyer D. Ashley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



